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Senior Regional Thematic Specialist on Labour Mobility and Social Inclusion, 
Regional Office for the European Economic Area, European Union and NATO, 
International Organization for Migration (IOM)

Paola Alvarez acts as a thematic and strategic resource in the region within the areas 
of labour migration and ethical recruitment, migration and development, integration, and  
social cohesion. She provides thematic and technical advice to IOM Country Offices in the 
development of programmatic responses to such migration issues in the region. She also 
contributes to the Regional Office’s liaison efforts through the provision of expert advice to 
European Union (EU) Institutions and Member States on IOM policies and activities in these 
thematic areas. 

Previously, she was head of programming and research at IOM’s Coordination Office for the 
Mediterranean, and Migration and Development Specialist at IOM Headquarters in Geneva. 

Paola has PhD in anthropology and sociology of development, a MA in development studies 
and a Bachelor in education.  
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