Better Regulation:

A framework for scientific
evidence in policymaking
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Evidence-based and transparent policymaking: an
integral part of the way the European Commission

executes its right of initiative.

Better requlation

taking stock and sustaining
our commitment

Better Regulation
Joining forces to
make better laws

Communication from the Commission to the
European Parliament, the Council, the
European and Social Committee and the
Committee of the Regions

OECD ranked the BR
Commission approach among
the best practices in 2018 & 2021:
1st for Stakeholders engagement

2019 better regulation
stocktaking

2021 improvements: Joining
forces to make better laws

» Optimised consultation process

» Increased transparency

» Improved analysis of key
impacts

» Strategic foresight in better
regulation

» One-in, one-out




How does better regulation work?
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Better regulation: Stakeholders engagement

A key aim of the Commission is to promote the participation of Europeans and civil society in the
policymaking activities:

» Increase outreach and focus
» Simplify and improve accessibility
» Provide swifter feedback

Did you know that...?

- Every 12 hours, an opportunity for citizens to be engaged in the policy
making of the Commission is published on Have your say portal (call for
evidence documents, public consultations, legislative proposals, draft
delegated/implementing acts)

- whereas, every 3,5 days, a public consultation is published on the same web
portal open for contributions




Better regulation

Have Your Say: Simplify CALLS FOR EVIDENCE
suggest how to make EU laws more ; PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS

efficient and fit for future

REGULATION
CALLS FOR EVIDENCE

PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS When can |
on evaluations contribute?

FEEDBACK

on Commission proposals
shared with co-legislators -
European Parliament and the Counci




Consultation opportunities

Outset: Commission's initiatives
» Feedback on call for evidence document and Public Consultation
After adoption: Legislative proposals

» Feedback

Before adoption: Draft Delegated & Implementing Acts

» Feedback

Throughout the year: Suggestions to simplify existing EU law

» Have Your Say — Simplify contributions



https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say-simplify_en

‘Evidence’ refers to multiple sources of data, information, and knowledge, including quantitative data such

as statistics and measurements, qualitative data such as opinions, stakeholder input, conclusions of
evaluations, as well as scientific and expert advice.

» Policymaking is informed by best evidence — reaching out to the scientific community can
prove hard.

» One important category of stakeholders is the scientific community, that can provide
evidence based on rigorous scientific methods and peer review processes, and that might

need to be specifically targeted.




Joining forces to make better laws

The scientific community has a key role to play in providing evidence and data for policy
making. Access to scientific evidence is also key to address global challenges:

» A new effort to involve the scientific research community and encourage them to submit
relevant scientific research at the beginning of the process

> Better engage with the Member States, national authorities and other representative
associations to raise awareness of the possibilities.

» Contributions from different types of stakeholders, including the scientific community
will be better distinguished from each other.

» Opening up scientific evidence to public scrutiny




Better regulation guidelines and toolbox

Solid principles in using science for policymaking:

» FAIR principles help managing scientific evidence transparently
> Findable
> Acessible
> Interoperable

> Reusable

Processes to support engagement

Better Regulation

TOOLBOX




Have your say and Have your say: Simplify!

Welcome to Have your say Log in / Register to contribute

Citizens and buzinesses can share their views on new EU policies and in order i confribute you'll need io register or logen using
existing laws. your exishing social media account

m r
Bearch | Al initiatives 3 e

Simplify existing EU laws

Get involved in making EU laws more efficient and fit for future! The Fit for Future Platform
will consider your suggestions when making its recommendations 10 the European
Commission.

Highlights

Share your suggestions 2l Have your say: Simplifyl >

EU Voluntary Review on the Energy labelling — Eurcpean Commission Allocation of EU airport slots — roview of
implemeantation of the 2030 Agenda for to examine need far new rules on rules

Sustainable Development environmental impact of photovoltaics

-0 - Z7 - 10

Have your say » Have your say > Have your say >




Call for evidence

» A single entry point for all contributions to initiatives (CfE document + public consultation)

» It combines two previous subsequent steps: feedback and public consultation

> It consists of a description of the initiative and, where relevant, include a link to the public
consultation.

> It is available in all EU official languages and people will have 12 weeks to respond.
“In line with the European Commission’s Better Regulation initiative to develop policies informed by the best

available knowledge, we also invite scientific researchers, as well as academic organisations, learned societies,
and scientific associations with expertise in the , to submit

relevant published and pre-print scientific research, analyses and data. We are particularly interested in
submissions that synthesise the current state of knowledge in relevant field(s).”




VAT in the digital age

Hava pour 52 > Publishad Infttsthves > VAT In the digitsl ags

About this initiative
O In preparation

Summary The Commissicn’s action plan for fair and simple taxation underlines the need to reflect
on how tax authorities can use technology to fight tax fraud and benefit businesses, and

Call for evidence on whether the current VAT rules are adapted to doing business in the digital age.

The action plan anncunces a legislative proposal for 2022 on AT in the digital age’,
() Public consultation which will cover:

Feedback and « VAT reporting obligations and e-invoicing

consultation pericd

= VAT treatment of the platform economy

20 January 2022 - 05 * single EU VAT registration.
hay 2022
R SR Topic Taxation
FEEDBACK: OPEN
Type of act Proposal for a directive
Category Commission Work Programme

Commission adoption Call for evidence

Flanned for

Third quarter 2022 FEEDBACK QODEN

FEEDBACK: UPCOMIMG
Feedback period

20 January 2022 - 05 May 2022 {midnight Brussels time)

The Commission would like to hear your views.

This call for evidence is open for feedback. Your input will be taken into account as we further develop and
fine-tune this initiative. Feedbadk recaeived will be oublished on this site and therefore must adhere to the



Public consultations

»Summary report
»Synopsis report (more detailed)

» Staff Working Document (Impact Assessment/Evaluation/Fitness
check)




Reflections

» Understanding the importance of scientific evidence and its limits
» Knowledge gaps identification

» Optimal outreach to the scientific community

» Focused ecosystem and community

» Institutional support to channel both the request for scientific
support and the input received




